 Teacher Information Sheet for 
James Smith, Class 7E, D.O.B 8/3/99
Background: James has Aspergers Syndrome, a form of Autism. This means he has problems with social communication and organisation. He finds the unpredictability of the school environment hard to deal with, and he often gets very anxious about this. 

Specific Difficulties:

· James has hypersensitive hearing, this means he gets very anxious when the school bell is about to ring, and is easily distracted by noises in the classroom

· James finds relating to his peers very difficult, both in group work, and on the playground

· James will often forget to write his homework in his diary, or will forget to do it at home

· James has trouble judging what is an is not appropriate, as he has had to learn the social rules, rather than intuitively picking them up

Specific Strengths:

· Once James understands something, he is able to work consistently, and without making mistakes. 

· James is particularly good at numbers, and spends a lot of time at home looking at patterns of numbers

· James always makes sure he is on time for lesions, and hates being late

· James works well on his own, although he may have to be reminded or refocused occasionally

Strategies to help

· James has a strong interest in cars, and knows stats and specs for all major cars in production. He can get very motivated when the work can be in some way related back to his interest in cars. 
· When the class does group work, it helps if the teacher assigns groups, rather than pupils making their own groups.  It also helps if he is put into a smaller group with at least one friend (see overleaf)
· James may feel the need to cover his ears because of the school bell. His watch is set to the school bell, and is allowed to do this 30 seconds before it is due to go. 
· James has a “get out of class” card, which he may need to use. It would help of James was seated near a door where he can leave unobtrusively, leaving the card on the desk
· Remind James to write his homework in his Homework Diary. Make sure it is written before he leaves.
Friends

· Sam Morris, Class 7E
· Adam Thompson, Class 7E
· Paul Rose, Class 7E
· Jamie Cairns, Class 7R
· Simon Blake, Class 7R
People James likes to avoid

· Patrick Sharpe, Class 7E
· Tony Jameson, Class 7E
· Mike Wurts, Class 7R
· Ben Billings, Class 7E
· Toby Pike, Class 7R
Signs James may be getting anxious

· Drumming his fingers on the table
· Heavy Breathing
Do’s and Don’ts 

· Do use a calm voice when talking to James
· Do try and phrase criticism positively
· Do not call on James in class unless he offers to speak
· Do not raise your voice in anger to the class – James will take it as being at him, rather than someone else, or the class in general
· Do ask James about his Aspergers Syndrome, he is happy to talk about it if it helps teachers
· IF JAMES GETS ANXIOUS PLEASE CALL ROBIN SEED, an LSW assigned to James who knows him well.
What James says
This is a chance for James to say something to all his teachers. Things that might be included are:

· What is easy/difficult for him

· What he enjoys/does not enjoy

· What he thinks about his Aspergers syndrome

· What teachers can do to help

· Some background on his Aspergers syndrome

· What he might do if he needs help

· How he feels about school

· Some information about his special interest

· What he does for fun at school
A more in depth transition plan is available for those wishing to know more about James

In Case of Emergency, Contact Mr Robin Seed, LSW, Ext 537

For more information, contact Mrs Amanda Hood, SENCO, Ext 536
For more information on AS, contact the National Autistic Society www.autism.org.uk or the Autism Helpline on 0845 070 4004
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